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be taken away, and the place of his sanctuary 
cast down." 

The revealed periods are two, in connection 
with these events, which together make up the 
single period of 2300 days, viii. 13. In other 
words, from the commencement of that period, 
seventy weeks, or 490 days^ are to be cut off, 
ix. 24, during which several important events 
were to take place; and the whole was to be 
wound up by the final deliverance of DanieFs 
people. 

It is confessed on all hands, that literal days 
will not satisfy the terms of the prophecy with 
reference to the smaller period, but that they 
require (and the fulfilment has proved it) that, 
in this instance, the days which are involved 
in the term seventy weeks, and which form 490 
of the 2300 days of the whole number, cannot 
be days natural, but prophetical, that is, years. 
And, if this be so with this part of the vision, 
so must it be with the rest ; for, as it has been 
before observed, '' the first events of that vision, 
which consist only of the fightings of the ram 
and the goat, occupy five reigns of the kings 
of Persia, a period much too long to be included 
in 2300 days." 

Indeed, the remark of Mr. Cuninghame in 
this case is true in every corresponding one, 
viz. *' How a vision, relating to the revolutions 
and fates of empires can be called for many 
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SECTION I. 

What will this Babbler say ? 

Thus, the wisdom of this world received the 
wisdom of God at a first hearing. Thus, the 
disputers of this world greeted the apostle Paul, 
when he spake as he was moved by the Spirit 
of the Lord ; accounting the wisdom with which 
he spoke as foolishness. A spirit, not alto- 
gether dissimilar, prevails at the present day, 
when the nearness of Christ's coming kingdom 
and the signs, which mark its approach, are 
pressed upon some of this generation. The 
doctrines are unpopular, and by consequence 
rejected. Yet St. Paul's example is to be fol- 
lowed. The '* earthen vessels," which contain 
'* this treasure," must not be silent, but speak 
in faith, that **the excellency of the power, 
which is of Qod," may attend them, that when 
the day of the Lord shall dawn, many, through 
their instrumentality, may be prepared to come 
to its rising. 



I take the Athenian question as proposed to 
ourselves, and proceed, in dependence upon the 
teaching of the Holy Ghost, to offer to it several 
replies. 

Our first reply is, That Christians are not 
justified in rejecting prophetic dates as a source 
of present instruction. 

The varieties of faith, among professing Chris- 
tians, in the doctrine of the coming kingdom 
of the Lord, and other kindred truths, are some- 
what remarkable. The majority reject altogether 
the notion of that advent being near. A grow- 
ing number, blessed be God, receive it as trae ; 
but of those who do this, how few place any 
confidence in those specific dates which are 
found in the word, and which are intimately 
connected with the doctrine. Various reasons 
are given for this practice, and amongst them 
the following is a favourite: ^^That it is not 
for us to know the times and the seasons which 
the Father has kept in his own power." In 
this sentiment we cordially agree ; but we cannot 
overlook the fact, that, when the Father has 
revealed to us times and seasons, they are no 
longer kept in his own power. Hence they form 
a part of divine revelation, and, doing this, they 
partake of the universal character of all holy 
writ. Now what is that? "All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable/' 
Here we find a strong argument in favour of our 



assertion, and opposed to the practice we con- 
demn. If only it can be proved that the num- 
bers, of which we speak, form a part of divine 
revelation, surely it is somewhat presumptuous 
in us, for whose learning Ood has given them, 
to cross out this part of our lesson, and to say 
we do not need it. Can we, upon reflection, 
suppose that Ood has revealed more than we 
require? If so, then his wisdom is impugned, 
and a known principle of divine dealing is ques- 
tioned, and he has done one thing at least without 
sufficient cause. And what becomes of the high 
perfections of his great Name? But if this 
cannot be, then the converse is true, and God 
had a befitting reason for revealing them, and 
the command of the Lord, ** Search the Scrip- 
tures," is applicable alike to all that is called 
scripture. 

Another consideration in support of our first 
position is, That, the practice we condemn affords 
a dangerous precedent, on the part of the ortho- 
dox section of the professing Church. 

It is not uncommon to hear surprise expressed, 
that opinions of the most opposite character 
should be drawn from one source, I mean the 
Bible. Whilst thid proclaims, that the mind 
of man has felt the curse of Adam's broken 
covenant, as well as every other thing with which 
he is connected, and is warped from the straight 
line, it also proves the need of a higher guidance, 
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than a mere natural judgment, to keep him rig'ht 
in the knowledge of the things of God. From 
the neglect of this, error abounds on every side, 
and men entertain opinions, the very antipodes 
of each other, professedly supported by the same 
authority. Though all error be dangerous, 
some of these are comparatively less so than 
others, because they do not affect the main doc- 
trines of our salvation. Others, however, are of 
a soul-destroying character, because they rob 
God's word of its vital power, and deny some 
fundamental truth. Of this sort is that awful 
heresy called Socinianism, which, whilst it pro- 
fesses to magnify human wisdom, denies the 
Godhead of the Christ, destroys the infinite 
merit of the sin-offering, dissolves the great 
mystery of godliness, and stamps the foul im- 
press of falsehood upon much of the truth of 
God. How greatly would it surprise well- 
intentioned Christians of the orthodox school, 
to hear from the lips of such an advocate of 
error, that the doctrines he held, though of ne* 
cessity upheld by rejecting many portions of re- 
vealed truth, were supported by the very prin- 
ciple upon which they were acting ! And should 
it be urged against them, that the practice of 
each party is similar, and that tht one has lite- 
rally afforded the precedent of their example 
to the other, I see not how they could repel the 
charge, or answer a word to their opponent. 



Should the Soclnian say, It Is true, that I reject 
portions of, what you consider, the word of 
inspiration; but you set me the example, and 
confirm me in the practice, what could be re- 
plied? True it is, he would add, that reason 
teaches me to reject such and such passages as 
false, because they are inconsistent with that 
rule ; but you also reject a part of the same 
divine revelation in rejecting what, if the whole 
be a revelation from God, must partake of the 
common character, for you reject sacred numbers. 
What, under such circumstances, could be said ? 
How could such a charge be repelled? We 
speak not here of the reasons by which men 
think they are justified in so doing : we only 
speak of the fact. That it is so, none can deny ; 
and, being so, affords a dangerous example to any 
and every heretic to handle the word of God 
deceitfully. That many, who have hitherto so 
treated that much-neglected portion of the di- 
vine oracles, have never so considered the matter, 
I readily grant; and they would be truly shocked 
at the bare idea of encouraging heresy, and 
above all that God-denying heresy, by their 
example. But if the example, of which we 
speak, have this tendency, then surely it becomes 
them to forsake so pernicious a practice, and to 
give henceforth to that part of divine truth, for 
which I plead, the honour which to that part is 
due. 
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moon, and stars of Matt, xziy., which former 
writers had shown to be symbolical." 

" The going forth of three unclean spirits: 
1st, The spirit of infidelity and atheism oat of 
the mouth of the dragon: 2nd, The spirit of 
anarchy and despotism out of the mouth of the 
beast, or secular Roman empire : 3rd, the spirit 
of popery out of the mouth of the false prophet, 
which, as is discernible to all spiritual persons, 
are now, according to Rev. xvi. 13, 14, actually 
at work, preparing the kings and people for the 
war of Armageddon, just before which war. 
Key. xvi. 15, the note of the advent is given." 

ITie Greek Revolution was a sign. Such men, as 
those to whom I have above referred, expected, 
from the prophetic dates, that some important cir- 
cumstance would occur at the time of the breaking 
out of the Greek Revolution in the year 1822.* 
After that ^vent had developed itself by an im- 
portance of character, which it did not at the 
first assume, as a dismembering of the Ottoman 
empire, then they failed not to recognize herein 
one of those important signs which the pro- 
phetical Scriptures had given them a right and 
reason to expect. Thus the Ottoman empire 
became a sign, and, by the wasting away of its 
power, confirmed the opinions of those who had 

* The pouring out of the sixth vial of Rev. xvi. 12 ; and the 
close of the 1290 days of Dan. xii. 11. 



considered it to be none other than the mystic 
^Euphrates, whose waters should be dried up, 
that the way of the kings of the East might be 
prepared. And when we consider that the lost 
tribes of Israel will be found, in all human pro- 
bability, in the East, the removal of that power, 
which has persecuted alike Jew and Gentile who 
rejected the faith of the Koran, is the removal 
of a hindrance to the return of Israel to the land 
of their fathers, according to the sure sayings 
of the word of God. 

The rise and spread of religious societies is a 
sign^ and a very important one also, being no- 
thing less than the fulfilment of our Lord's pre- 
diction. Matt. xxiy. 14, that ^' this Gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world, 
for a witness unto all nations, and then shaU the 
end comer Thus every missionary exertion is 
working to this general object, and actually 
bringing on the crisis, by gathering out of the 
nations a people for God's name. Should it 
here be objected, that that portion of our Lord's 
prophecy was accomplished before " the end" of 
the Jewish polity arrived, according to St. Paul's 
doctrine, Rom. x. 18, and should therefore be 
confined to that time; then let us not forget 
that the same sign is repeated. Rev. xiv. 6, 7, 
and that this preaching of the Gospel far and 
wide " for a witness," has for its special object to 
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wa,rn the world to " fear Ood and give glory to 
him^for the hour of his judgment is come." 

Who amongst us can now deny that the inter* 
course amongst men has been and still is in- 
creasing rapidly ? Who can consider the grow- 
ing facilities of communication by rail -roads by 
land, and by steam navigation by sea, and not 
confess this? And who can deny, as its self- 
apparent consequence, the advance of know- 
ledge and intelligence? If these facts are not to 
be controverted, let me ask the reader whether 
these do not also form a sign, being the literal 
fulfilment of the word of the Lord by Daniel, 
that '^ many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased?" xii. 4. Look now at the 
state of the Jews ; and at the same time observe 
what was foretold, at least 2850 years ago, re- 
specting them and their condition in the latter 
day^. Ps. cii. 13 — 16. " Thou shalt arise and 
have mercy upon Zion, for the time to favour 
her, yea, the set time is come. For thy servants 
take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dast 
thereof. So the heathen shall fear the name of 
the Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy 
glory. When the Lord shall build up Zion, 
he shall appear in his glory." Will any one 
assert that this part of the inspired word does not 
accurately describe the existing state of things ? 
And, if this must be confessed, who will resist 
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the conclusion, ^* that, as the Lord is about to 
build up ZioUj he is also about to appear in his 
ffloryr 

The increase of democratic principles is noto- 
rious, and that in almost every government, and 
we are not unaccustomed to hear that such 
principles are steadily advancing, and as they 
advance, kingly power must be retreating. Now 
this may be considered a sign of the last days, 
inasmuch as, when the beast of Bev. ziii. 1. is 
described, he has upon his ten horns ten crowns ; 
but when the scarlet coloured beast of Rev. 
xvii. 3. is represented as carrying the woman, 
he still has ten horns, but he has not a crown 
upon any horn. 

I have also said the Tractarians are a sign, 
and as such they must be regarded, and a sign 
of the perilous times of the last days. 2 Tim. iii. 
1, 2. For whereas, for a season, men ran into 
the one extreme of seeking the power of god- 
liness, and undervaluing outward forms, they 
have now run into the opposite ; and, being 
enamoured of the neglected form, are virtually 
denying the power. 

Though eiich of these circumstances, which 
have been enumerated, is severally a sign in our 
heavens of the last days, and compose col-* 
lectively a constellation of light upon that sub* 
ject, yet neither one nor all can be compared, 
as indications of time^ with that which prophetic 

B 4 



12 

dates afford. And thus, whilst these things 
furnish a body of evidence, which we can neither 
gainsay nor resist, that the time of the end 
draweth nigh, they cannot tell of its approxi- 
mation with that specific accuracy which ex- 
clusively belongs to revealed numbers. We 
may readily conceive a parallel case. We may 
be taught to expect, that before some event 
shall happen, in which our choicest worldly hap- 
piness may be bound up, such and such things 
shall consecutively occur. We accordingly watch 
these events, in succession, with growing interest, 
and, after all have passed by, conclude that we 
shall be blessed. But the time when is not fixed. 
It may be long after the last forerunner is gone, 
and so long that even then the heart may sicken 
by hope deferred. But should our informant tell 
us that, at such a time^ the desired event shall 
take place, we give but secondary heed to pre- 
ceding occurrences, because our whole attention 
is directed to the hand of the time-piece, or the 
gnomon of the sun dial; and as the lessening 
period is marked by the sounding bell of the one, 
or by the advancing shadow upon the other, so 
do we calculate, even to a nicety, when our hopes 
and desires must be fulfilled. Though too many 
altogether reject the parallel evidence of scripture 
dates, and too many regard that sure chro- 
nometer rather as the sun-dial of Ahaz, and 
speak as if it were continually going back 
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by those degrees by which it has gone down, 
concluding that the time of the end is inde- 
finitely remoyed ; yet, notwithstanding, God has 
provided it, and a light from heaven falls upon 
its face, and the man who is taught by the 
Spirit may decipher the numbers, and, if he look 
earnestly upon it, shall find where the shadow 
fails; that it is now the long shadow of evening, 
and that the sun of this world is about to go 
down in darkness, to be speedily succeeded by 
the day-star from on high, and the glorious rising 
of a more glorious sun, which shall usher in a 
day without clouds. 
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" Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning." James i. 17. And, as we 
have liberty of access to him by the way which 
he has opened, we have every encouragement to 
be found in that way, and, '' if any of us lack 
wisdom, to ask of God who giveth to all men 
liberally and upbraideth not." James i. 5. If 
this practice were more generally adopted^ that 
which we must condemn would more generally 
disappear, because a great increase of light and 
knowledge would be found amongst spiritual 
persons. There would be less of self-depen* 
dance, and more resting upon the I^ord, and not 
upon our own understanding. 
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SECTION V. 

We proceed now to ascertain. Whether the 
enquiry y " When shall these things be/* to which 
the prophetic dates refer^ be not natural where 
much interest is felt concerning them^ and whether 
it be not supported by scriptural warrant ? 

If the mind be very deeply interested in any 
coming event, it cannot fail of thinking, occa- 
sionally at the least, when that event may occur. 
In the transactions of daily life it is so. If the 
return of a friend, who has proved a friend in- 
deed to u&, be promised, the first question, which 
is commonly put, is to that effect. When will he 
coihe? If any event be spoken of, as about 
to happen, by which good or evil will be brought 
to us, our anxiety is sure to be raised as to the 
time of its occurring. How then, can it be 
otherwise, in the case before us? The bride- 
groom of the Church, the friend of sinners^ has 
promised that he will come again: the conse- 
quences of that coming involve good or evil to 
the generation which shall witness his appear* 
ing ; for the present course of this world will be 
stopped, and a general winding up of the existing 
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state of things shall then take place. Under 
such circumstances surely it is natural to ask, 
When shall these things be f It argues, more or 
less, heedlessness or unbelief, if such an enquiry 
be not made; and the unavoidable conclusion 
must be, that we are little interested in them. 
So at least we shall judge in the corresponding 
cases which we hare supposed. The important 
question to a conscientious enquirer then be- 
comes, ^^ Am I warranted by the Scripture in 
making this enquiry?" And, if he search the 
Scriptures with that object, doubtless he will 
find a reply. 

We turn directly to Daniel viii., and discover 
that this was considered so important a part of 
the divine revelation, that it seems to have formed 
a subject of discourse between those ministering 
spirits who communicated with Daniel on that 
occasion. 

''Then I heard one saint speaking, and another 
saint said unto that certain saint which spake. 
How long shall be the vision concerning the 
daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desola- 
tion, to give both the sanctuary and the host 
to be trodden under foot? And he said unto 
me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days ; 
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed." Here 
we find that the question, which naturally would 
have been put by Daniel, was graciously antici- 
pated by those messengers of God ; and the 
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aaswer to the enquiry, when shall that event 
occur in which Daniel ie chiefly interested, 
namely, the deliverance of his people, was not 
given to ^* that certain saint" who made it, but to 
the prophet. *^ And he said unto me." From 
this we judge, that such a desire for knowledge 
is not displeasing in the sight of God. But, if 
we look to another recorded case, we may, I 
think, not only gather from it the same fact, but 
something more. I refer to what is written. 
Matt. xxiv. 1 — 4. *^ And Jesus went out, and 
departed from the temple, and the disciples came 
to him, for to shew him the buildings of the 
temple. And Jesus said unto them, See ye not 
all these things? Verily I say unto you, there 
shall not be left here one stone upon another 
that shall not be thrown down." The effect of 
this intelligence upon his people is evident. It 
must have greatly surprised them, for they took 
the first opportunity of making further enquhy 
concerning it. '' And, as he sat upon the Mount 
of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, 
saying. Tell tts when shall these things be? And 
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world V 

Did he rebuke their curiosity? Did he tell 
them that they should not indulge in such en- 
quiries? Did he say that the Father had kept 
all times and seasons of future events in his own 
power ? Not a word of this, but he immediately 
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proceeds to answer their several inquiries ; and 
in answering the question of time, with reference 
to the judgments upon Jerusalem, he refers to 
what had been revealed to Daniel upon the same 
subject. The after dealings of our Lord with 
his Church, in granting her special revelations 
of future events through the apostle John, are 
in parfect keeping with that course of cond«^ 
which he adopted on this occasion. 

From all this what do we conclude ? That 
the desire of knowledge respecting the time^ 
when predicted events shall happen, is not dis- 
plearinff in the sight of God ; but that we are 
greatly encouraged to make it, by the readiness 
uritfa which our Lord replied to the enquiries 
of this kind which were put to him : all which 
r(^eives confirmation from the fact, that he has 
4*evealed to us certain numbers in the Bible, 
which, like every other revelation, are given for 
our learning. 
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SECTION VI. 

That^ at the present crisis^ the study of the pro^ 
phetic dates leads to the most serious eoncltisions 

' confirmed by other evidence, and is of vital 
importance to this generation; whichf as it 
has witnessed some of the signs of the last daySj 

' there is reason to believe, will witness the rest, 

i , - - - 

We have, I trust, proved to the satisfiiction of 
every unprejudiced mind, that the ^xqairjr, 
when shall these things be? with relbrence to the 
great events which are coming on the earth, is 
well-pleasing in the sight of God ; and if so, 
may be safely and consistently made. As it is 
undeniably the interest of all, who may witness 
these things, to be prepared for them, the ques- 
tion assumes an importance which, of truth, be- 
longs to few others. Here the prophetic dates, 
confirmed by other evidence, will prove an in- 
valuable directory. 

What now are the conclusions to which they 
would lead? As the Jewish people occupied 
the honourable office of being the depositary of 
God's truth, and that as a privilege resulting 
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from the greatcsr one, of being God's chosen 
people, we are not surprised to find their history 
bound up with the revealed purposes of God. And 
as they formed the first visible Church, congre- 
gated by divine command and preternatural ma^ 
nifestations of the divine presence, and as the 
dispensation which was to succeed it, would be 
another modification of the same covenant of 
grace, prtncipally distinguished by the seed of 
Japhet coming into the tents of Shem, Gen. 
is. 21^ and being '^ the ministration of the 
Spirit," 2 Corr iii. 8, we are prepared to ex- 
pect, if God foretel times and seasons, in which 
he will work wondrously for his Church, that 
these times and seasons will be connected with the 
lustory, past, present, and future, of that people. 
This we perceive to be the case, and some of the 
most valuable of the prophetic dates will be 
proved, I think, to be those which refer princi- 
pally to them. 

The outline of their history, in this connexion. 
Is as follows : God called them to himself, and 
gave them laws and ordinances, accompanied by 
threatenings and promises. He moreover fore* 
told what would be the event of his dealings with 
them. That they would so wander from his 
ways, and provoke him to anger, that he would 
oast them off for a long season, at the close of 
which, be would revisit them in mercy. But, he 
did- moff^, when he revealed these things; for 



43 

he spake of the timej during whichy hie judgments 
thcuUl rest upon them^ with greater or less in* 
tensity ; so that lie did not kaye them without 
witness in this respect. Bat, as it formed a 
part of his mysterious dealing, that their fafi 
should be the rising of the Oentiles, so it formed 
another, that tiieir rising again should convey a 
fifcr wider bene&t, and be ^* as life from the dead.*^ 
As the Egyptian deliirerance was attended by 
£earful judgments, and as Egypt typifies the 
world, so Israel's restoration to his own inhe* 
ritanee will be accompanied by fearful judg- 
ments upon the world r These prophetic dates 
were granted for the comfort of Qod's ancient 
people, and for the information of his Church ; 
and as the task is not hard, which has for its 
object the discovery of the commencement of 
them, their termination is self-evident. What 
now does the study of these dates warrant, and 
to what conclusion do they lead % 

They lead to this important one, that the times 
of Jewish tribulation are well nigh run out ; and 
if so, as the unavoidable inference, that the 
time of Ood!s judgment upon the world is at 
hand* 

But the plain evidence of the few &cts above 
stated, bringing us, as it does, to conclusions of a 
most serious sort, is supported and confirmed Ify. 
other parts of divine revelation^ It followed, 
almost as a matter of course, when^the Losd was 
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reveaUng the future fortunes of his Church, that 
he should interweave with those revektions of 
future events the histories of the principal ene- 
mies of that Church ; because these were a sword 
in his hand, and a rod, by which his people 
should, be chastened and corrected, to exhibit the 
greatness of his grace, as a Father to Israel, 
Prov. iii. 11 ; Heb. xii. 5 — 11, and to do them 
good in their latter end. 

In this case, again, specific prophetic dates are 
given, and the singular agreement of these, with 
those of which we have spoken, whilst it proves 
that they form a part of one perfect scheme, 
prove the correctness of those expectations which 
are built upon them. Thus, for example, if, from 
these numbers, which refer to the Jews, we gather 
that att a given period Ood will work a great 
and permanent deliverance for them ; we gather 
from those others, which refer to the overthrow 
of the kingdoms which have oppressed and 
persecuted the people of Ood, that the termina- 
tion of their power, and the rising of their day 
of vengtonce, will take place at the same time. 

But this is not all, for the important con- 
clusions, at which we thus arrive, receive further 
conjirfnation from the fulfilment of certain pre^ 
dieted signM^ which are to mark the approach of 
those events to which the dates r^er. 

Thus, if it can be shewn from the Scriptures, 
that at a given period Israel shall be restored 
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to his own land, from the Scriptures also it can be 
shewn, that the kingdom of this world, which has 
mightily oppressed the Church, whether Jew or 
Gentile, and which has long possessed that '* plea- 
sant land,'' shall waste away at the time when the 
restoration of Israel shall take place. Bat this 
kingdom is not to be removed at once, to fieill into 
sndden destrnction from the height of its glory. It 
is to waste away. And the fact, that a great na^ 
tion is wasting away is one of actual observation, 
it is one of which all are capable of judging. 
If a nation, which has acted a prominent part in 
the tragedies of this world, which has carried 
destruction into all lands with which it has had 
to do, whose progress is described in the fol- 
lowing emphatic words; '^And I looked, and 
beh(dd a green borse, and his name that sat on 
him was Death, and hell followed with him ; and 
power was given unto them over the fourth part 
of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, 
and with death, and with the beasts of the earth ;'' 
if such a nation is to waste away, the pre- 
dicted wasting is a sign of its approaching disso' 
lution. But if we, moreover, find that the com- 
mencement of this national consumption is 
marked by a prophetic date, and that the weak- 
ening of this kingdom actually takes place, by 
the dismemberment of a considerable porti<m of 
its territory, at the very time es^ected fr&m Hhe 
sacred numbers^ how can we resist the evidemie, 
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tbat the time is at haad, when the kingdom 
itself shall come to an end, because the pre^ 
dieted preeorsor of its ruin has gone forth ? 

Again, if we learn from the Scriptures that, 
at a certain specific time, Israel shall be brought 
home from his dispersicms, we find also from 
the same Soriptures that so$ne signs shall mark 
that coming event. Amongst others, the follow- 
ing occupies a prominent place. That the ser* 
vants of Ood [by which I understand the true 
churches of Christ] shall feel pUy for her candir 
tion^ and labour to do her good. Ps. cii. 13<*— 16. 
If this is revealed to us a« a sign that the set 
time for God's returning favour is come, when* 
ever this event actually takes place, the inference 
is clear, that the time to favour 8ion has ar- 
rived. And if this sign occur shortly before l^e 
running out of those prophetic dates, which point 
to the termination of her troubles, then, I say, 
the fulfilment of the sign confirms the expecta- 
tion of the speedy fulfilment of the date, accord- 
ing to the faith which was exercised before cour 
cerning it. The same line of argument is ap- 
plicable to every other case in which Ood hcts 
revealed times and seasons to his Church con- 
cerning future events, and has promised also signs 
which shall mark their approach. Thus we see 
that the study of the prophetic dates leads to 
important conclusions, and that both are sup- 
ported by other evidence. But these predicted 
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events tocceed each other like the links of a 
ehoin, and succeed in their appointed order; 
because the extremities of that chain are in the 
hand of him, who ordereth all things in heaven 
and earth; and every link in this catenarian 
curve, which, as it were, enfolds the earth like 
a girdle, or wraps it round as a mantle, ialls into 
its proper place instinctively, by virtne of its inhe* 
rent law, and one succeeds another with unerring 
certainty at the time which God has ordained. 

Hence every generation of man witnesses the 
unfolding of some of God's purposes, and is co« 
existent with them. Hence the last of these pur- 
poses one generation shall witness^ and, as living 
men, shall be present with them. I need not say, 
that to one section of that generation such a cir* 
cumstance conveys a high privilege, as exempted 
from the law of our common mortality : a dis- 
tinctive exception, which marks them out as 
privileged beyond all the sons of God who have 
gone before, save only the two bright instances 
of Enoch and Elijah: entering by a momen- 
tary change upon ^^ glory, honour, and im- 
mortality, eternal life," without passing through 
the gate of death ! But, to another section of 
mankind how different a result : ^^ indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first and 
also of the Gentile." The interesting and im- 
.portant question, therefore, for us to decide, will 
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be, Where have our times falleuy arid what of the 
divine purposes may we look to be fulfilled in these 
times ? Here we must turn to the Book of God 
for times and seasons, and to that other book 
which conveys to us the knowledge of passed and 
passing events, to discover where we stand. 
Neither will the search be in vain. We shall 
£nd, from the first of these authorities, that we 
have advanced far in the last days, and that of 
the prophetic dates, some have run out, and the 
sand of others is passing rapidly down the glass. 
From the other we shall learn that some of the 
predicted events have occurred, and the signs of the 
last days have risen and still are rising around us. 
Nay, the one responds so distinctly to the other, 
that the testimony of their united voice is irresis- 
tible ; and, if the prophetic tongue of Scripture 
proclaim an event, the fulfilment replies to it, in 
fulness of time according to the distance of the vi- 
sion, with echo-like certainty. And what dowe con- 
ceive to be the actual position of this generation 
in this respect ? As touching the real age of the 
world we believe that, according to the soundest 
chronology, we have arrived at the year 5980, in 
other words, within 20 years of entering upon the 
seventh, or Sabbatical Millenary. We believe 
moreover that, in the course of prop)ietic dates, 
we have come down within four. years of the ter- 
mination of the two great Hebrew numbers, 
2,620 and 2,300, both of which must conclude, 
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according to the terms of the prophecy, with the 
end of the Jewish tribulation. But, if this be 
our actual standing, at the present moment, our 
position is critical, who can deny it J And there 
is one consideration which tends beyond others 
to shew, that it is so. When our Lord was 
graciously foretelling these events. Matt. xxiv. 
34, he uses the following remarkable words: 
" Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not 
pass till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my word shall not 
pass away." 

Many conjectures have been made to explain 
away the supposed diffi^culty, and ingenious con- 
jectures also ; but the true explanation calls for 
nothing to be changed, nothing to be explained 
away; and this has been some years since 
pointed out by the Rev. Thomas Gisborne in his 
essay upon that subject: in which he shews, 
and, it must be acknowledged, T think, satis- 
factorily, that when our Lord said " this gene- 
ration shall not pass away y'* lie intended the gene- 
ration which should be living when the events, 
which he was then predicting, should be ac- 
complished. But from this explanation of the 
saying, what is our conclusion? That the genera- 
tion which sees the beginning of these predicted 
signs, shall see the end; or, that the fulfilment of 
them shall only occupy the space of that one 
generation? Now we ask, whether we have or 
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have not witnessed the beginning of these signs? 
We must acknowledge that we have ; and, if this 
cannot be denied, the inference is clear, and, oh ! 
how awAil! we shall witness the end: in other 
words, *^ this generation shall not pass away till 
all be fulfilled." 
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